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PICTORIAL COMPOSITION IN THE PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS 

Among the papers most enjoyed at the Western Drawing 
Teachers' Association at Peoria, Illinois, for its originality of matter, 
freshness, and artistic value, was one by Miss Sara S. Hayden, of 
Chicago. 

Miss Hayden's paper was a most practical and valuable one on 
"Pictorial Composition." She illustrated some of her points with 
drawings in colored chalk and charcoal, and by posing a boy and a 
girl in costume. We quote the following by Miss Hayden, regarding 
figure posing: 

"Figure posing with children should be the natural expression 
arising from their study of literature, not a vague and isolated some- 
thing. Their regular work will always supply a suitable thought, 
and if the moment chosen for representation suggests a natural, 
simple action, we may trust to the child's sympathy and instinct to 

render it successfully. 

"The great point is to 
select a suitable situation 
which the child-mind can 
readily grasp and to invest 
him with the character of 
his personification. Let him 
feel that he is the char- 
acter in question and he 
will lose his self-conscious- 
ness. He must feel his 
part, and a few accessories 
in the way of costume will 
often do more than any- 
thing else to increase en- 
thusiasm on the part of 
both model and draughts- 
man. A cap, a fichu, a 
white apron, a piece of 
knitting work, a bow and 
arrow, may be easily se- 
cured, and will enhance 
the interest a hundredfold. 
Discrimination in the choice 
of subjects is highly neces- 
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BRUSH AND PENCIL 




sary. Too often the limita- 
tions of picture making are 
ignored and the children are 
expected to reduce a pano- 
rama to a 6x8 inch space or 
to struggle with conditions 
that would tax an old experi- 
enced hand. Longfellow's 
poems, which are studied in 
every school, present many 
simple and pretty motifs. 
'Then Evangeline lighted the 
brazen lamp on the table. 
There is a comprehensible 
action in this household task 
which the children will be 
quick to seize, and if a brazen 
lamp is not a schoolroom 
property anything from an inkstand to a flower-pot will serve as 
a substitute. The main point is to secure the leading lines which 
result from a definite pose. Another pose may be made from the 
following: 'Sang at her father's door; Evangeline stood with her 
right hand shielding her eyes from the level rays of the sun.' " 

Two children from the. Peoria schools were selected to pose for 
Miss Hayden, and they yielded most gracefully and sympathetically 
to her suggestions and wishes. Photographs were made of the 
children, which are here reproduced in the Brush and Pencil. 

The following -officers were elected for the ensuing year: Presi- 
dent, Miss Wilhelmina Seeg- 
miller, Indianapolis; Vice- 
President, Miss Eunice Ban- 
nister, Peoria, 111.; Secretary, 
Mary Todd, Aurora, 111.; Ex- 
hibit Committee, Mr. John S. 
Neligh, West Point, Neb.; Miss 
Henkle, St. Louis, and Miss 
Roberts, St. Louis. 

The Committee on Ex- 
hibits was created at the 
Peoria meeting. It will insure 
a more rigid and critical 
selection, and will reflect 
more credit on the displays 
made by the various cities. 

I. Marcia Condit. 




